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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 29,188 NA 11,691 17,217
1940 29,789 NA 12,778 12,339
1945 38,581 NA 18,550 9,459
1950 48,868 14,654 19,342 10,904
1954 55,570 16,076 14,313 7,666
1959 52,610 11,751 13,393 5,901
1964 49,825 9,912 8,123 3,232
1969 50,147 7,058 11,075 3,592
1974 53,760 5,231 9,625 3,196
1978 46,132 4,815 10,406 1,994
1982 40,688 2,880 8,851 2,062
1987 35,564 2,381 4,783 1,987
1992 34,018 1,479 1,369 2,578
1997 32,650 504 869 1,923

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available. 

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 1,032 942 934

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 10,444 10,951 9,570
Grains 4,291 4,553 3,531
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 1,599 1,667 1,743
Other field crops (D) 9 (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 409 435 557
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) 179 (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 3,901 4,108 2,709
Forest Products Sold 174 470 60

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 13,449 15,795 18,039

Poultry and products (D) 14 21
Dairy products (D) 3,274 3,716
Cattle and calves 5,700 7,787 9,411
Hogs and pigs 143 181 721
Sheep, lambs and wool 27 105 103
Other livestock and          
 products 6,489 4,434 4,067

Total income from sales: 24,852 26,746 27,609

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 691 334 329

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 23 126 225 225 84 25 6 714
1978 39 208 274 201 73 33 8 836
1982 36 320 265 165 55 36 11 888
1987 60 383 243 154 49 37 8 934
1992 50 424 235 144 44 36 9 942

1997 67 483 268 138 42 34 ---- 1,032
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359 361 367 395
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 529 573 575 637

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 3 ---- 3
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 64 38 34
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 178 162 181
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 214 271 277 273
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 221 234 268
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 197 231 273
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 54 55 56
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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LOUDOUN
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Loudoun County is situated in the rolling Piedmont section of
northern Virginia, bounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains on the northwest
and the Potomac River on the northeast.  Formed in 1757 from part of
Fairfax, the county is named in honor of the Earl of Loudoun, a prominent
officer in the French and Indian War. 

 In 1997, the area in farms in Loudoun  amounted to 184,988 acres,
or 56 percent of the total county area of 332,747  acres.  According to the
1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 1,032 farms in the county,  each
averaging 179 acres in size and worth an average of $917,518,  including
land and buildings.  While the 1997 Census indicated a decrease in land in
farms in Loudoun from the 195,476 acres reported in 1992, the number of
farms in the county increased during this period.

The topography of Loudoun varies from rolling to hilly  as one nears
the mountains and includes 118,338 acres of woodland.  Altitudes vary from
400 to 600 feet, reaching 1,800 in the foothills.  Many small streams and
creeks drain the county, all eventually flowing northeast into the Potomac
River.  Annual rainfall in the area averages  41 inches,  with heaviest
precipitation falling in May through August.  With the exception of the highest
altitudes, temperatures in the county average 34 degrees in January and 78
degrees in July.  The frost-free growing period averages  187 days, usually
extending from about April 17 to October 21.

Agriculture is an integral part of Loudoun’s economy, and
contributed $24.8 million in products sales in 1997.  Livestock, poultry and
poultry products accounted for 54 percent of this total, while crops
contributed 42 percent. Of livestock sales, cattle and calves accounted for
a full 23 percent of receipts.  In addition to a thriving cattle and dairy industry,
Loudoun County is also famous for breeding some of the finest horses in the
country.  

  Located near the nation's capital, Loudoun County is facing
encroaching urban development from nearby suburbs.  While the largest
outlet for agricultural products is Washington, D.C., nearby Leesburg and
several other small towns also provide a market for local wares.

 In 1990, the estimated total population of Loudoun was 86,129.
The total gross personal income that year was $2,298.1 million,  or an
average of $26,682 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,107 297,582 54 93,675 3,344 135,451 NA NA NA
1940 1,716 279,168 81 94,538 3,139 116,412 NA NA NA
1945 2,015 305,117 91 108,176 2,030 71,193 61,440 16,389 36,661
1950 1,609 290,293 147 94,316 7,465 84,294 40,348 12,219 40,750
1954 1,438 277,211 192 90,274 3,671 84,245 42,155 17,925 30,123
1959 947 252,681 281 79,670 10,829 76,110 31,838 11,888 33,866
1964 818 234,185 438 79,886 7,283 53,086 44,407 10,270 29,216
1969 761 216,574 840 68,192 9,973 59,802 NA NA NA
1974 2/ 714 221,274 1,344 69,599 5,615 51,570 NA NA NA
1978 836 228,503 2,111 93,430 4,309 53,916 25,044 9,128 30,719
1982 888 203,465 2,697 87,335 449 43,206 21,835 9,659 26,128
1987 934 206,601 3,012 78,078 24,866 38,488 23,428 7,075 22,202
1992 942 195,476 4,388 69,572 12,656 42,754 26,156 7,437 28,666
1997 1,032 184,988 4,746 68,216 4,838 44,068 29,072 5,726 23,411
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 1,209 13,564 82,099 95,663 604 4,098 8,412 12,510
1940 661 6,471 47,972 54,443 467 3,821 11,207 15,028
1945 901 NA NA 60,534 572 NA NA 11,653
1950 416 7,994 32,958 40,952 251 3,235 5,066 8,301
1954* 86 1,977 15,540 17,517 45 2,876 11,223 14,099
1959* 40 1,469 6,884 8,353 24 6,778 20,379 27,157
1964* 12 51 19,531 19,582 11 272 71,063 71,335
1969* 1/ 7 1,200 31,555 32,755 6 70 37,722 37,792
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 31 NA NA NA 22 NA NA NA
1982 38 5,557 (D) (D) 32 (D) (D) (D)
1987 28 (D) (D) (D) 23 (D) (D) 28,003
1992 36 1,455 3,299 4,754 23 37 4,712 4,749
1997 25 632 3,089 3,721 20 160 2,832 2,992

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,674 261,932 196 14,024 NA NA
1950 2/ 565 176,762 106 26,916 NA NA
1954 3/ 4 80,600 83 36,308 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 66,000 34 51,201 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 12 4,800 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 17 26,933
1974 5/ 6/ 3 29 NA NA 26 11,207
1978 5/ 2 (D) 5 51 21 (D)
1982 3 190 7 304 29 (D)
1987 2 (D) 4 (D) 8 364
1992 2 (D) 4 61 9 677

1997 ---- ---- 1 (D) 9 377
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers
and other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information
for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1 30,368 30.4 921,768 23,428 17.8 416,484 764 NA NA
1940 28,159 42.5 1,196,029 21,644 17.9 386,391 NA NA 518
1945 27,608 34.0 939,734 23,871 24.3 579,523 NA NA 1,229
1950 18,863 47.9 903,101 15,490 19.1 295,902 217 18.3 3,961
1954 17,906 45.1 807,712 9,155 28.4 259,634 14 16.5 231
1959 2/ 14,973 52.0 778,630 6,591 19.5 128,332 280 18.0 5,047
1964 11,522 60.7 699,205 5,757 26.1 150,235 NA NA NA
1969 13,667 81.1 1,108,239 4,711 29.5 138,944 203 20.1 4,079
1974 22,089 78.5 1,733,255 6,664 34.5 229,781 1,706 21.7 37,010
1978 35,717 84.5 3,018,604 5,295 35.6 188,499 3,119 27.3 85,110
1982 34,668 85.9 2,976,656 8,386 34.1 286,132 8,308 25.5 211,895
1987 18,483 57.6 1,065,229 8,034 43.7 351,228 4,975 23.0 114,595
1992 10,438 96.4 1,006,151 7,083 57.6 408,068 8,570 33.5 286,976
1997 8,683 70.9 615,967 4,544 53.3 242,272 8,856 31.2 276,308

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 41 1,232 30,145 3,459 78,198 2,687 36,599 320 34,030 43 2,769
1940 13 821 20,963 6,099 159,590 1,597 24,114 177 16,122 28 1,383
1945 100 1,333 34,515 4,510 143,192 1,627 25,273 181 8,920 20 636
1950 92 2,182 67,999 6,090 184,518 141 1,977 100 13,005 2 562
1954 215 3,433 135,583 6,909 282,716 393 6,791 50 11,173 NA 842
1959 159 3,336 139,016 5,713 181,180 397 6,636 22 3,212 NA 281
1964 12 1,669 50,271 5,449 223,768 392 9,917 1 451 NA 53
1969 1,058 2,077 65,088 4,607 208,038 139 3,570 NA NA NA NA
1974 148 1,105 59,794 1,668 77,113 76 1,364 81 3,496 (D) (D)
1978 166 1,342 53,155 2,588 124,540 186 4,895 3 292 NA NA
1982 316 422 18,136 817 45,360 91 2,060 12 1,635 NA NA
1987 365 579 25,813 232 10,779 (D) (D) 5 230 NA NA
1992 168 158 8,550 990 68,953 NA NA 5 1,036 NA NA
1997 135 116 6,442 431 30,766 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 25,361 2,456 5,170 21,518 24,304 25 31
1940 24,785 3,308 7,640 18,250 21,469 560 595
1945 28,497 5,118 9,775 21,454 21,007 212 211
1950 38,383 6,484 14,778 26,477 31,819 556 591
1954 36,810 7,496 18,129 20,467 21,486 1,442 1,983
1959 33,963 7,654 21,736 21,441 28,409 473 727
1964 35,990 4,810 10,755 20,920 27,637 452 675
1969 28,040 3,628 8,950 18,486 29,637 387 515
1974 28,087 2,926 8,529 NA NA 31 NA
1978 38,492 4,178 11,429 28,195 45,872 NA NA
1982 31,734 4,434 13,008 23,263 39,403 910 1,635
1987 39,015 5,672 14,692 29,218 52,619 1,256 2,079
1992 39,367 6,765 14,918 29,424 51,214 795 1,512
1997 42,720 2,542 6,205 36,366 61,547 1,150 1,916

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

LOUDOUN


